BRITISH  HELP  FOR  THE HADHRAMAUT

Sultan of Mukalla, and agreed that the Hadhramaut should become
one entity, and further that by virtue of their treaty with the Qu'aiti,
the Kathiri Sultan would come into the sphere of the British Protectorate.
But no direct treaty between ourselves and the Kathiri was made then,
nor does a direct treaty exist even now, and until recently it was not
practicable to visit the country.

"But it had come into our orbit, and we therefore felt, not only
an interest, but also responsibility fcf people who had wished thus to
come into our sphere of influence.

"The pioneer work in opening up the country we owe to the
Royal Air Force, who made surveying nights, and have now a landing-
ground at Shibam. But still we remained very ignorant of this territory,
and it was desirable that something should be done to fill tie gap
in our information.

"That gap was filled when Mr. Ingrams came to Aden, and he,
with Mrs. Ingrams, was able to explore the Hadhramaut in detail.

"In his lecture Mr. lagrams has not explained the value to die
British authorities In Aden of the report he Drought back. We feel
now that we have details and a knowledge of the conditions of the
country, on which to form our policy in dealing with that outlying
region."

I feel there has been more than a mere coincidence in the combination
offerees that have led to the possibility of a brighter future for this country,
which all its inhabitants love so much and under whose spell all visitors
fall. While Seiyid Bubakr was seeing in the attitude of the Straits Govern-
ment over the mosque in Singapore the omens of sympathetic help to Ms
country, and while I was learning of and vearning after the Hadhramaut
from the talk and encouragement of Bin Sumeit in Zanzibar, Sir Bernard
had the constant feeling that something could and should be done to help
when the time arrived.

The day of help drew nearer when the Colonial Office took over the
Protectorate. Such is the spirit which animates the Colonial Office and
Colonial Service that I believe it to be impossible for any territory coming
under their control to fail to benefit in some way, unless the very strongest
political pressure is exerted continually to maintain some other end, and
even then the interests of the people are steadfastly fought for. In twenty
years* experience of the service, with two periods of work in the Colonial
Office, I have not found a file in which the first consideration was iot the
wdfire of the people of the territory concerned, even in priority t@ lie
interests of the tome country itself or the empire at large, Aad yet dheie
is rarely^any actual clash between these interests, for die interests of the
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